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The Food Law & Policy Association (FLAPA) is a budding student society at the Schulich School
of Law, founded in 2021 with the objective of raising awareness about the legal and policy
implications of the food system. In a world of frozen desserts, oat beverages, and plant-based
meat, FLAPA seeks to unpack the food industry and to reveal the complex legal regime that
supports it. Some of the challenges FLAPA faces include the absence of law school courses
geared toward food law, the difficulty of balancing advocacy for Canada’s agricultural industry
with advancing the environmental demands of sustainability and finding cohesion in a disparate
and diverse area of law.

This has been a busy semester for FLAPA. The winter semester began with an abrupt pivot
back to online learning. FLAPA welcomed this challenge. In January, FLAPA hosted an online
social. Food enthusiasts gathered on Zoom to swap recipes, discuss their favourite restaurants,
and to hear an introduction to food law by FLAPA’s current president, Julia Witmer.

In February, FLAPA invited two leading food regulatory lawyers from Gowling WLG in Ottawa to
speak to students about the food regulatory regime in Canada. Lewis Retik and William
Bjornsson gave a compelling talk. They discussed their role as advocates (and sometimes
lobbyists) for their food and beverage industry clients and the general challenges and thrills of
liaising between regulatory boards and their clients. The talk raised interesting questions about
the complexity of consumer protection, the trappings of disjointed administrative agencies, and
the role of industry in the absence of a robust regulatory regime.

Finally, in March, the FLAPA executive team supported the Canadian Association for Food Law
and Policy in promoting and attending an online seminar about the effects of COVID-19 and the
restaurant industry. The panel was a diverse group, who all experienced the tribulations of the
COVID-19 global pandemic differently. Jessica Cytryn, a lawyer at McCarthy Tétrault, provided
an overview of Québec’s regulatory reforms in response to the pandemic and the exciting
opportunities for industries within those changes. Kaitlin Doucette, a restaurant worker and
activist, discussed the dizzying experience of working in the industry amid a global pandemic as
well as her hopes (and fears) about the future of restaurant labour. Finally, Mike MacLellan, an
employment lawyer at CCPartners, presented on the practical and human rights issues that
continue to face the industry as his clients begin to bounce back from the long-term effects of
the COVID-19 lockdowns.

FLAPA is just getting started. The executive team hopes to host future events such as wine
tastings and farm tours, and to continue to invite dedicated members practicing in the industry to
speak to students interested in food law and beyond. So, stay tuned!



Find FLAPA on Instagram: “dalflapa”


