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In January 2022, an underlying current of resistance to COVID 19 mandates bubbled 
over as a series of blockades and protest convoys sprung up across Canada.  Originally ‘The 
Freedom Convoy’ assembled due to truckers being incensed at the vaccine passport border 
requirements. Their efforts quickly gained steam as people who were tired of the COVID 
mandates in general joined the effort (Seto, 2022).   

Their goal was to get to Ottawa and stay there until their federal respective provincial 
governments put an end to all COVID mandates (Woods & Pringle, 2022).  From British 
Columbia to the Maritimes truckers and non truckers alike formed convoys and undertook the 
long drive descending upon Ottawa. Pedestrians on bridges greeted them along the highways 
cheering them on. These convoys gained international recognition. They took front page news in 
the United States and inspired solidarity protests as far as Australia and London (Britton, 
2022).  They were also highly effective in getting the attention of politicians. Convoy members 
formed blockades on multiple border entries stifling hundreds of millions of dollars in trade 
(Silverman & Hermann, 2022).   

The Canadian government was understandably worried. Police had no clue how to 
remove the blockades. The sheer size of the protest and logistics involved in removing thousands 
of trucks from city streets presented an insurmountable task for the Ottawa police (Pringle & 
Raymond, 2022).   

The Globe and Mail reported that the protests were peaceful and took on a celebratory 
and jovial nature where people were handing out food and partying. However, there was worry 
as reports emerged that white supremacists and other hateful opportunists had joined the ranks of 
the protestors. There were also reports of monument desecration and harassment of citizens 
(Globe Staff and Wire Services, 2022).  

 The protests received a massive amount of support from GoFundMe donations. 
However, their GoFundMe page was subsequently shut down due to pressure from the Canadian 
government and worries from GoFundMe about the receipt and allocation of donated funds (The 
Canadian Press, 2022).   

 Justin Trudeau then took the unprecedented step of invoking the Emergencies Act for the 
first time since its inception. This move was reminiscent of his dad Pierre Trudeau’s invocation 
of the War Measures Act during the ‘October Crisis’ of 1970. The Emergencies Act is used to 
vastly expand governmental power in times of national emergencies. The government receives 
“temporary powers to quell protests by, among other things, banning travel to protest zones and 
prohibiting people from bringing minors to unlawful assemblies” (Boisvert 2022).  Most 
exceptionally, this allowed the government to freeze protestor bank accounts. The government 
justified this step by saying the protests presented a threat to the economy and safety of citizens. 
(Boisvert, 2022)   

The Canadian Civil Liberties Association (CCLA) has since sued the federal government 
over their use of the Act. The Executive Director of the CCLA released a statement saying “The 
emergency orders that the government has tabled are not targeted. They are not limited to 
specific protests, or specific geographic locations. They are expansive emergency orders that 
have already come into effect and apply equally across the entire country. And they place 
unprecedented restrictions on every single Canadian’s constitutional rights.” (CCLA, 2022).   



These events shed light on an underlying resentment amongst some working-class 
Canadians regarding the COVID mandates. Canadians are typically relatively understanding of 
government involvement in their lives. There was very little resistance at the beginning of the 
pandemic to the mandates as they were viewed as necessary to stop the spread. Following the 
massive vaccination campaign, it is clear a growing number of Canadians are ready to move on 
from government mandates. These events also start an interesting debate about when it is 
appropriate for the government to use the Emergencies Act to implement broad sweeping powers 
to quell a protest.   
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